
 
 

Class:  8th Grade Pre-AP English 
  
 One book is required for Summer Reading 2018: 
 

(1) When you Reach Me   by Rebecca Stead 
 

Summer Reading Assignment Outline 
 

•    For the novel listed, you must complete a set of note cards.  The note card guidelines are 
attached in this packet.  

•    Inside the packet you will see literary critique questions.  These questions are NOT an 
assignment.  They are, however, a guideline for you to follow as you are reading. 
These questions will be helpful to know as you participate in the assessment upon 
your return to school.  

 
On the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL you should have: 

 
1.  One set of note cards 

 
The English teachers will be available during the summer via email for any questions that might 
arise.  Please be patient when waiting for a reply.  We will do our best to check our emails 
regularly, and reply to your questions as quickly as possible.  

 
Charissa Lambert  Robin Woolsey Summer Brooks 

 Junior/Sophomore English     Sophomore/Senior English Freshman English  
 clambert.wl@ccboe.us             rwoolsey.wl@ccboe.us sbrooks.wl@ccboe.us  

 
  Terrie Turner   Jordan Houston 
  7th and 8th Grade English  10th Grade English  
                                           tturner.wl@ccboe.us          jhouston.wl@ccboe.us  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Focused on Success 
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Note Card Guidelines 

Please follow the guidelines below to ensure full credit.  
● The top line of each card must include the name of the literary work, the topic of the card, and student name 

(first & last).  
● Note cards should be written in blue or black ink only.  
● Each set of cards should be secured together with a rubber band.  
● All note cards are due the day of the test, unless stated otherwise.  (Summer reading note cards are due on 

the first day of school.  NO EXCEPTIONS!) 
● Wikipedia should NEVER be used as a source.  
● Note cards should be either 4” X 6” or 5” X 8” in size.  

 
Please make one card for each topic listed below (unless otherwise listed): 

1. Authorial Background - Biographical information about the author, significant facts about their contribution 
to literature, outstanding awards or achievements, reason for writing the work, dates of the author’s life, and a list 
of works.  

2. Setting – The time and location of the literary work.  Include all elements of the setting; be thorough. 
3. Themes – The central ideas about life which the work implies or states directly.  
4. Plot Summary (3 cards)– Should be thorough.  Include all main parts of the plot and make clear not only 

what happens but why it happens.  Divide these cards into a beginning, middle and end. 
5. Characters (2 cards) – Include the names and brief descriptions of all significant characters, both major and 

minor. 
6. Quotes (3 cards)-  Choose three quotes from the novel that are significant.  Each card will contain one 

quote.  You must include the quote, the speaker, the person to which the speaker is speaking, an explanation of the 
quote, and an explanation of the significance of the quote to the novel. 

7. Opinion Card- Write a very thorough opinion of the novel.  This must be academically speaking.  You 
cannot just write you hated the novel because it’s stupid.  Tell why you liked the novel or why you did not, and give 
specific reasoning.  
Total of twelve (12) cards. 
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The following questions will help you during the reading of your novels.  Look at and answer these while you are reading 
to further assist you.  Not all of these questions pertain to every novel, but these are a good representation of the types 
of questions you will see on further assessments.  This is not an assignment, and will not be graded.  

1. Explain the title.  In what ways is it suitable to the story? 
2. What is the predominant element in the story- plot, theme, character, setting? 
3. Who is the single main character about whom the story centers? 
4. What sort of conflict confronts the leading character or characters? 

a. external? 
b. internal? 

5. How is the conflict resolved? 
6. How does the author handle characterization? 

a. by description? 
b. conversation of the characters? 
c. actions of the characters? 
d. combination of these methods? 

7. Who tells the story?  What point of view is used? 
a.  first person? 
b.  omniscient? 

8. Where does the primary action take place? 
9. What is the time setting for the action?  Period of history?  Season?  Time of day? 
10. How much time does the story cover? 

a.  a few minutes? 
b.  a lifetime? 
c.  how long? 

11. How does the story get started?  What is the initial incident? 
12. Briefly describe the rising action of the story. 
13. What is the high point, or climax, of the story? 
14. Discuss the falling action or close of the story. 
15. Does this story create any special mood? 
16. Is this story realistic or true to life?  Explain your answers by giving examples. 
17. Are the events or incidents of the plot presented in flashback or in chronological order? 
18. What is the general theme of the story?  What is the underlying theme?  Can you name any other 

stories with a similar theme? 
19. Did you identify with any of the characters? 
20. Does this story contain any of the following elements? 

a.  symbolism? 
b.  incongruity? 
c.  suspense? 
d.  surprise ending? 
e.  irony? 
f.  satire? 

21. Was there a villain in the story? a hero?  a dynamic character? 
22. Can you find any examples of figurative language? 

a.  simile? b.  metaphor? c.  personification? 
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